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3 QUESTIONS

• Who will be the learners?

• Who will be the providers?

• How will learners choose 
providers?



Student Mobility

� 2.4 million students went abroad in 2004:

African students most mobile (1 out of 
16)

� Three-fold increase since 1980

� Global Student Mobility 2025 Report: 
demand for international education will 
increase to 7.2 million students in 2025



Mobility of 
Programmes/Institutions

� 33% of all international students enrolled in Australian institutions 
studied from their country in 2004 (up from 24% in 1996)

� China: 9-fold increase in foreign programmes between 1995-
2003

� Singapore: more undergraduate students accessed a foreign 
programme from Singapore than studied abroad in 2000

� Diversification of learners: life-long, adults, learners at a distance 
etc.

� Growth in cross-border higher education: ICT enhanced CBHE 
likely to become most significant development



New profiles of learners

� Traditional Learners with new needs 
for flexibility and diversification

� Life-long learners: adults, 
professional, degree holders with 
obsolete diplomas

� Learners at a distance



The Little Emperor



Global Trends 
Massification

� 132 million tertiary students in 2004 (UIS); 
China and India doubled enrolments in past 10 
yrs 

� APRs 40-50% needed with a view to 
development, some developing countries below 
5%

� Growing demand for post-secondary education 
demand

� Declining state budgets; inability to meet 
demand



Private Higher Education: a 
Global Revolution

� Is Private Higher Education (including CBHE) 
an answer to expanding access in the 
developing world and countries in transition?

� East Asia growing phenomenon: Japan, South 
Korea, Philippines – 80% enrolments; strong 
government regulation

� Western Europe only 10% enrolments BUT 
25% in Central and Eastern Europe (Estonia, 
Poland, Romania)

� QA  and regulation central issue for Private HE



Distance Education, E-
Learning, Open Educational 

Resources
� Open and Distance Learning and E-learning 

growing to respond to demand;
� Whereas in 1988 there were only ten Open 

Universities in the Commonwealth, which led 
this new development, by 2005 there were 
more than ten in India alone. 

� The phenomenon of Open Education 
Resources: reduce further the costs of distance 
and eLearning wherever it is possible to 
operate at scale.







BEWARE

DEGREE MILLS & BOGUS COLLEGES



Bogus Institutions misusing 
UNESCO’s name
� All levels of abuse and use. The claims may range from 

100% false to not quite untrue

� A multitude of modes:

� all modes are about establishing a false connection or 
emphasizing a real link with UNESCO to give the 
impression of being an internationally recognized 
provider of higher education

� One institution may use 1-3 different modes

� Institutions change rapidly

ACADEMIC FRAUD



For telephone or postal verification 
accreditation, you may contact:

UNESCO Division of Higher Education 
- Tel: (+33.1) 45681106



Direct links to 

UNESCO 

&

World Health Org

EAA and its accredited institutions accept and adopt

"The Recommendations of the World Conference on

Higher Education, sponsored by UNESCO", and 

the applicable sections of the "UNESCO Guidelines for 

Quality Provision in Cross-Border Higher Education"

�Support for UNESCOs  
framework

�Links to UNESCO



Policy Issues

� Are private higher education and cross-
border higher education good ways to 
expand access to HE in the developing 
world?

� What policies can governments and 
institutions adopt to ensure that new 
providers make a positive contribution?

� What regulatory frameworks to assure 
equity of access and quality of provision? 



Quality at the Heart! Which Way to Go?

Giacometti sculpture – UNESCO Paris



Some responses (UNESCO)

Standard-Setting :
� UNESCO Conventions for the Recognition of Degrees in Higher 

Education; 
� 2005 Guidelines for Quality Provision in CBHE

Capacity-Building :
� UNESCO Global Forum on QA, Accreditation and the 

Recognition of Qualification (2002; 2004; 2007)
� UNESCO-World Bank Global Initiative GIQAC

Clearinghouse
� Study Abroad
� Portal on HEIs
� International Community of Interest on OERs





A new capacity-building 
initiative: GIQAC

� A UNESCO-WB partnership to support 
capacity-building in developing and transition 
countries

� Launched in January 2008 for a 3-year period

� Participants 2008: regional QA networks from 
Africa, Arab States, Asia and the Pacific, Latin 
America/Caribbean and the international QA 
network INQAAHE



A constant challenge: Quality 
of ODL and E-learning

New initiatives:
� E-xcellence (EADTU): 

� QA in E-learning a leading theme for ENQA 
(Madrid, June 2008)

� Address quality and OERS: develop guidelines 
or adapt existing ones (e.g. CBHE Guidelines)?

� International criteria of best practice for cross-
border higher education distance learning 
programmes (UNESCO, COL, OBHE)

� What about degree mills?



BEWARE

DEGREE MILLS & BOGUS COLLEGES



http://www.unesco.org/education/portal/hed-institutions

Participating Countries

[Pilot Phase]

•Argentina
•Australia, 

•Canada, 
•China, 
•Egypt, 

•Jamaica, 
•Japan, 

•Kenya, 
•Malaysia, 

•Nigeria, 
•Norway, 
•Switzerland, 

•United Kingdom, 
•United States

UNESCO Portal on Higher Education Instutitions

- Launched 30 April 2008 -



What is the Portal on Higher Education 
Institutions?

� This Portal is a follow up to the UNESCO/OECD 
Guidelines for Quality Provision in Cross-border Higher
Education.

� It targets students, employers, and other interested
parties (e.g. credential evaluators).

� It aims to  provide students, employers and other
interested parties with access to authoritive and up-to-
date information on the status of HEIs and QA in 
participating countries.



Country Information on the Portal

1. Institutions recognized by 
competent authorities 

2. Higher education programmes 
recognized by competent 
authorities

3. Information for students 
planning to study in the country 

4. Information on the higher 
education system 

5. Foreign credential assessment 
and recognition  

6. Information on financial
assistance opportunities

7. Cross-border higher education

8. National Information Centre 

9. Other information sources

10. Definition of key terms



COMING TOGETHER
2009 World Conference (Paris, 6-8 July) :

“The New Dynamics of Higher 
Education”

� Is higher education today a driver for sustainable 
development in the national and international context?

� Does it induce change and progress in society and to 
act as one of the key factors for building knowledge-
based societies?

� What are the most significant trends that will shape the 
new higher education and research spaces?

� How are learners and learning changing?

� What are the new challenges for “quality” ? 



2009 World Conference : 
Regional Events 

� Cartagena de Los Indias (Colombia) (June 
2008)

� Budva, Montenegro (sub-regional): jointly 
with Science Sector/BRESCE (July 2008)

� London, UK: VCs event at eve of PCF5 
(July 2008) 

� Macao, China (September 2008)
� New Delhi, India (1st trimester 2009) 
� Beirut, Lebanon (1st trimester 2009)
� Bucharest, Romania (May 2009)



Thank you

s.uvalic-trumbic@unesco.org

www.unesco.org/education/higher_education/quality


